Utica Insurance Firm Offers Local Residents
Car Seat Safety Tips
UTICA, Mich., Febuary 10th, 2015 – Nine out of 10 parents leave the hospital with a newborn in an
improperly installed car seat, according to a 2014 study. To help protect your bundle of joy, Action
Advantage Group of Utica and its insurance carrier partner, The Hanover, are offering tips for parents on
the proper use of child restraint systems.
When used incorrectly, child restraint systems can actually increase the risk of injury in a crash, said Tim
Hays, account executive at Action. Hays stresses the importance of proper car seat use, including
following the recommendations from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Car Seat Safety- Tips on Proper Use
•

Who: Infants and children less than 2 years old should be rear-facing until they reach the
maximum height or weight for their car seat model. Any child who has outgrown his or her
rear-facing car seat should be placed in a forward-facing car seat until he or she reaches either
4 years of age or 40 pounds. As a general rule, a child has outgrown his or her forward-facing
car seat when the top of his or her ears reach the top of the seat.

•

Installation: When using a rear-facing only seat, make sure your car seat base is installed at the
correct angle. Babies must ride sitting semi-reclined so their airways remain open. The car seat
should not move side-to-side more than 1 inch, but do allow some room to absorb some
impact. The latch system or the seat belt can be used, but not both.

•

Harness safety: Always use a five-point harness, and properly position it on your child, per the
manufacturer’s specifications. The harness must be snug. Place the top of the chest clip at the
armpit level. For rear-facing seats, harness straps should enter the seat below the child's
shoulders. For forward-facing seats, they should be at or above the shoulder. Car seat harness
straps should not be washed, even in water, as it can compromise the fire-retardant chemicals
and weaken the integrity of the straps. Children should not wear winter coats in harnessed car
seats. The added bulk can prevent proper harness tightening, allowing the child to shift
dangerously in the event of an accident.

Booster Seat Safety
•

Who: All children whose weight or height is above the forward-facing limit should use a beltpositioning booster seat until the vehicle seat belt fits properly. This typically is when they have
reached 4 feet 9 inches tall and are between 8 and 12 years of age.

•

Belt placement: The lap belt should lay low and snugly across the child's upper thighs, below his
or her hip bones. The shoulder belt should cross the center of your child's chest and shoulder. It

should not cut across the neck or face. Never put the shoulder belt behind your child's back or
under his or her arm.
General Car Safety Tips
•

Center of the backseat: The safest placement for your children is the center of the backseat.
Children younger than 13 years of age who ride in the front seat can risk serious injury, from
other cars as well as airbags.

•

Check expiration date: Registering your child's car seat will allow the manufacturer to alert you
of any recalls. Note the expiration date on the seat- most are only effective for six years. In the
event of a car accident, be sure to check with your independent agent to determine whether
your car seat needs to be replaced. Your insurer may cover the cost to replace a damaged car
seat.

•

Get it inspected: Proper installation of child car seats is critical. Action recommends having your
seats inspected. For a list of inspection sites closest to you, please visit the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration.

Action strongly supports the safety of its customers and members of our community. For more
information, visit action.com.
ABOUT ACTION

For over 50 years, Action Advantage Group has been delivering insurance and financial services. Specializing in
Auto, Home, Business, Life and Health Insurance, we are committed to a high standard of excellence in all that we
do & establishing a firm relationship of mutual trust and service with each of our clients. Let the Action Advantage
Experts analyze your needs and provide you the service you deserve. Feel free to contact us today for a free
insurance review or consultation. For more information, visit action.com.

ABOUT THE HANOVER

The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc., based in Worcester, Mass., is the holding company for several property and
casualty insurance companies, which together constitute one of the largest insurance businesses in the United
States. For more than 160 years, The Hanover has provided a wide range of property and casualty products and
services to individuals, families, and businesses. The Hanover distributes its products through a select group of
independent agents and brokers. Together with its agents, the company offers specialized coverages for small and
mid-sized businesses, as well as insurance protection for homes, automobiles, and other personal items. Through
its international member company, Chaucer, The Hanover also underwrites business at Lloyd's of London in several
major insurance and reinsurance classes, including marine, property and energy. For more information, please visit
hanover.com.
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The recommendation(s), advice and contents of this material are provided for informational purposes only and do not purport
to address every possible legal obligation, hazard, code violation, loss potential or exception to good practice. The Hanover
Insurance Company, its affiliates and subsidiaries ("The Hanover"), and its agent partners specifically disclaim any warranty or
representation that acceptance of any recommendations or advice contained herein will make any premises, property or

operation safe or in compliance with any law or regulation. Under no circumstances should this material or your acceptance of
any recommendations or advice contained herein be construed as establishing the existence or availability of any insurance
coverage with The Hanover. By providing this information to you, The Hanover and its agent partners do not assume (and
specifically disclaims) any duty, undertaking or responsibility to you. The decision to accept or implement any
recommendation(s) or advice contained in this material must be made by you.
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